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J Gmai] Marutpong Panya <marutpongp@gmail.com>

Register Now_Reminder_APSMV Webinar Series 2026 — Session 3 ~ "MERS: A pandemic threat?"

1 message

auanidainen <virology.a.t@gmail.com> Mon, Jul 13, 2026 at 2:18 PM
Bee: marutpangp@gmail.com

dou sndaduaunldaive (Usawalvo) uasdaula

uardgledinnaauta afad 3 ag "MERS: A pa ndemic threat?"
Tuiud 31 July 2026 (muaziduacusaianiu)
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-——- Forwarded message -———

From: Xiang Liu <xiang.llu@grifiith.edu.au>

Date: Man, Jul 13, 2026 at 1:36 PM

Subject: Register Now_Reminder_APSMV Webinar Series 2026 — Session 3 - "MERS: A pandemic threat?"
To:

This is a friendly reminder of our upceming Webinar on 31 July 2026,

Wa warmiy invite you to Register and Join us using the fink below:

https:/levents.teams.microsoft.com/event/d17d19b5-ccd9-47d4-b13c-e3b011 300d69@775b93c3-8336-446f-9222-5ef934c5ceed

Join us for the A 5V Webinar Series — Session 3!

Dear all,

i) APSMV Webinar Series - Session 3
We will continue the APSMV Webinar Series!

This Webinar series targets to bring together leading experts, researchers, and practitioners from across the region lo explore emerging trends, share culling-edge research, and foster collaboration in the field of
medical virology.

1 About APSMV

The Asia Pacific Society of Medical Virology (APSMV} is a regional callective in the field of medical virology, dedicated to fostering collaboration and advancing the understanding, prevention, and management of
viral diseases, Established in 1994, the organizalion aims to form a collaborative network of virologists across Asia-Pacific lo enhance the sharing of expertise, resources and research information, and to
strengthen regional and global responses to both existing and emerging viral threats.

This webinar (Sesslon 3) will focus on MERS coronaviruses, present by Prof Malik Peiris from the University of Hong Kong.

About the speaker:

Prof Malik Peiris graduated from the University of Ceylon (now University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka), did his DPhil at the University of Oxford and obtained his certification as a clinical virolagist (MRCPath) from
the Royal College of Pathologists, England. He has worked as a virolagist in Sti Lanka, UK, and for the past 31 years at the University of Hong Kong where now he is Emeritus Professar of Virology. He has been
involved with the Asia Pacific Society of Medical Viralogy from almost its inception. He is a clinical and public health virologist, with an interest in emerging virus disease al the animal-human interface, including
influenza and coronaviruses (SARS-CoV, MERS-CoV, SARS-CoV-2). In 2003, he identified the novel coronavirus Ihat caused SARS and contributed to understanding its origins, diagnosis and control. More
recently, he works on zoonetic influenza, COVID-19 and MERS. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of London and a Foreign Member of the US National Academy of Sciences.

Presentation Title

MERS: A pandemic threat?

Presentation abstract

Zoonolic coronaviruses have caused repeated pandemics over the past 300 years and pose significant future pandemic threats. MERS coronaviruses (MERS-CoV) have caused repeated large outbreaks in
humans, with up to four generations of human-to-human transmission, i.e. longer chain of human transmission than any other contemparary zoonolic respiratory pathogen with exceplion of COVID-19, pandemic
H1N1 2009 and SARS-CoV-1. We identified human-adaptive amino acid substitution (nsp6 L232F) which repeatedly emerges following zoonotic transmission in MERS-CoV clade B viruses. This mutation is
associated with increased viral replication competence in human ex-vivo respiratory tissue cultures and in lungs of experimentally infected hDPP4 knockin mice. Although zoonotic MERS cases have apparently
daclined in the Arabian Peninsula in recent years, the reason for this decline is unclear. Early case detection and improved infection prevention & control, genelic changes in recent clade B viruses or cross-
reaclive population immunity arising SARS-CoV-2 infection or vaccination are possible explanations for this decline. Recently emerged mutations in MERS-CoV spike was shown to reduce replication
competence, Prior SARS-CoV-2 vaccination and infeclion is associated with cross-reactive antibody to spike $2 (but not S1) domain. Thus, prior SARS-CaV-2 infection or vaccination may have affected
population susceptibility to MERS-CaV, a possibility that deserves further investigation. Although zoanotic MERS-CoV so far has anly been reparted in the Arabian Peninsula, over 75% of MERS-CoV infected
dramedary camels are found in Africa, where no zoonotic disease has been reparted. MERS-CoV across Africa belong ta MERS-CoV clade C, which has lower replication competence in ex vivo cultures of the



Human respiratory tract and hDPP4 knoekin mice, than clade B viruses currently dominant in the Arabian Peninsula, possibly indicating lower human pathogenicity in Africa. However, specific serological and T cell
responses suggest that unsuspected human MERS-CaV infection continues to accur in Africa. Thus, pandemic MERS may well emerge outside the Arabian Peninsula, in a setling of low awareness of MERS as a
human disease. There is alsa a recent report of clade B MERS-CoV deteclion in camels in Egypt and Sudan, potentially changing zoonotic risk in Africa. There is na genotypic or phenalypic information an the
MERS-CoV circulating in dromedary camels in Central Asia. Greater awareness and research efforts of MERS-CoV threats beyond the Arabian Peninsula is critically important.

Program for the webinar

Friday, 31 July 2026 (Brisbane time):

04:00pm - 04:05pm \Welcome and intraduction
04:05pm — 04:45pm  Presentalion by Prof Malik Peiris
04:45pm - 05:00pm  Q&A

05:00pm Closing

Please note: this webinar will be recorded.

Presentation details, Speaker, Registration, and Joining the webinar:

https:Hevents.teams.microsoft.com/event/d1 7d19h6-ccd9-47d4-h13c-e3b011300d69@775h93¢3-8336-4461.9222-6ef934c5caed

Please feal free to share this invitation with your networks, We look forward to your participation and an engaging discussion.

Stay tuned for upcoming webinar topics, speaker line-ups, and registration details,

LY
;@f@%APcmvzoﬂ ~ Gold Coast, Australia

Jain us on this journey as we build momentum towards Asia-Pacific Congress of Medial Virology 2027 and strengthen our collective efforts in advancing medical virology across the Asia-Pacific region.

HAPCMV2027 #MedicalVirology #WebinarSeries #AsiaPacific #Healthcarelnnovation

Warm regards,

Dr Xiang Liu on behalf of the APSMV committee

Xiang Liu, PhD

ARC DECRA Faliow

Emerging Viruses, Inflammation and Therapeutics Ressarch Group

School of Phamacy and Madical Sciences, Gnffith Health

Institule for Bromedicine and Glycomics

Glabal Virus Natwork Centra of Excellence in Arboviruses

Aisa Pacific Society of Medial Virology

Griffith University | Gald Coast campus | QLD 4222 | Griffith Health Centra (G40} Room 3.10
Email: Xiang liv@griffith.adu.au

Griffith Exparts: hilps:/axpans, grffith,edu. au785-xiang-liu
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